external evaluators each selected the same two ILPs and two CLPs as the top projects, thus the quality of the ILP and CLP among the best projects has no significant difference. However, according to the instructor's evaluation of the ILPs and CLPs, the students in the CL condition performed significantly better than those who completed their projects alone (CLP mean score: 96 out of 100, CLP Standard deviation (SD): 2.50; ILP mean score: 92 out of 100, ILP SD: 6.70).
The quantitative data of the post-test shows that the students strongly agreed CL is beneficial in improving the quality of their project. 85% (N=23) of students agreed that teamwork is important to a fashion designer, and CL is a good way to practice working in a team environment. More than 70% students agreed that CL improved their critique and communication skills. Two main themes emerged with associated sub-themes and micro-themes: (a) Advantages of CLP and (b) disadvantages of CLP (Figure 2) .
The qualitative results indicate that CL provides fashion design students is an effective means of improving performance, while simultaneously sharing skills, ideas and experience among the team. Individuals who underperformed within groups, demonstrated that lack of communication and time management skills had a direct influence on their progress and performance.
Conclusions. These experimental results confirm that CL can be successfully adopted in a fashion illustration course. There are two major limitations for this study. First, the academic experience (63% students are sophomore) of the students potentially limits the findings because they may not have enough experience working in a team. Second, the sample size was relatively small due to the size of the fashion illustration classes available. The data will be collected by the researchers for several semesters for a larger study.
